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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Fifty-third Report —  
“2015/16 Budget Estimates Hearings — Sitting Schedule” 

Resumed from 19 May. 
Motion 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I move — 
That the report be noted. 

While I am on my feet doing this important task, I know that members of the estimates committee are in the 
chamber, including the hardworking and very learned deputy chair. I actually have a question for the committee 
that arises from the estimates hearings that will be held next month. I understand that those of us who are 
interested in asking questions on notice are to submit those questions by this coming Friday, I believe. Of course, 
it is very good that we now know which agencies are coming to the estimates hearings so that we can give some 
thought to asking questions of those agencies. However, it would assist me at the very least, and possibly other 
members, if there could be some clarification as to whether there is any scope whatsoever to ask questions on 
notice through the estimates process to agencies that are not scheduled and called. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Member, there was a document tabled yesterday and Hon Peter Katsambanis spoke on 
this issue. In fact, we are able to ask questions of all agencies. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am indebted to — 
Several members interjected. 
The CHAIR: Order, members! I asked for members to seek the call, and Hon Nick Goiran sought the call. I give 
the call again to Hon Nick Goiran. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: May I say that I am indebted to Hon Stephen Dawson for one of the more intelligent 
interjections he has made in this place! I very much regret that I must have been away on urgent parliamentary 
business yesterday when the hardworking deputy chairman made these matters abundantly clear, so on that basis 
I warmly encourage all members to support the noting of this report. 
Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: I rise to point out to the chamber that we have seen a wonderful example just 
now of why we should all particularly note each of these reports. My good friend Hon Nick Goiran is a 
hardworking member as well, and he was out of the house yesterday—of course, on urgent parliamentary 
business! I reiterate to the chamber and to interested members of the public that questions can be submitted prior 
to the hearings across all agencies, as is spelt out in the report, by Friday 22 May. Then, of course, as is usual 
practice, the committee will ask agencies to return the questions submitted by 10 June. That gives the committee 
the opportunity to convene, consider the responses, and make them public so that they can be provided to the 
members who ask for them, as well as to anyone in the general public who may be interested in those answers. 
That will help the members then frame their questions to the agencies that are appearing. However, as always, 
members are not restricted to asking questions only of the agencies appearing; they can ask questions of any 
agency and we will endeavour, as a committee, to collate those answers and make them public so that members 
can then use other forums if the agencies are not appearing before the committee during the estimates hearings. 
There are many other fora open to members to ask follow-up questions, and I know that Hon Nick Goiran in 
particular is one of those members who regularly avails himself of that opportunity to better inform himself of 
the inner workings of government. 

Given the opportunity to speak on this report, I point out to the house that the Standing Committee on Estimates 
and Financial Operations, apart from holding budget estimates hearings, also undertakes a round of annual report 
hearings that take place later in the year. If members would like particular agencies to be called to the annual 
report hearings, I ask them to please provide that feedback either formally to the committee or informally to 
members of the committee, because we welcome everyone’s input. It should also be noted that it is through 
feedback from other members of this place that we have managed to structure the budget estimates hearings in 
such a way as to ensure that the majority of requests for agencies have already been met. After the estimates 
hearings, and in the lead-up to the agency annual report hearings, members should please feel free to let us know 
which particular agencies they would like to have called before the committee. 

On that note, I commend the report and suggest that it be noted by the chamber. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I could not let a compliment from Hon Nick Goiran go unresponded-to! It was a 
good comment, aside from the compliment, that Hon Nick Goiran made, and a good question. I had not realised 
that we could, in fact, ask questions of other agencies until Hon Peter Katsambanis made that statement 
yesterday. I am not sure if it is a new decision or if it happened previously, but I certainly acknowledge that it is 
a good decision and I hope it happens in the future. It is unfortunate that we have only a couple of days before 
those questions are due to be put in, and I have been working diligently on ensuring that I put questions in for the 
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disability services, mental health and child protection portfolios, as the Minister for Mental Health, who is away 
on urgent parliamentary business, would expect me to do. There are a number of other agencies I have an interest 
in and that people in my electorate are concerned about, including the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, the 
Department of Housing and others. People in my electorate have raised issues to my office about them, so I will 
certainly try to take the opportunity to ensure that I can get some questions in on those issues. Through you, 
Madam Chair, I would like to pass on a message to the committee: I think this is a good initiative and I certainly 
hope it continues into the future and that we get to ask questions of agencies that will not appear at the estimates 
hearings. I hope the committee ensures that it does happen again, and if it becomes common practice, perhaps we 
may well get a bit more notification, which will mean that we will be able to put the proper amount of work into 
ensuring that our questions for those agencies are submitted and that we get answers for our constituents. 

Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: Just in closing, to answer Hon Stephen Dawson’s question, this perhaps 
highlights the sorts of practices that, over time, become accepted by members who have been around for a long 
time, but which newer members like Hon Stephen Dawson and me need to be reminded of from time to time. 
I  am told that it is a time-honoured tradition that one can ask questions of any agency; however, through the 
interaction that the committee has with other members of this place, we came to the conclusion that that was not 
as well known as it ought to have been. I do not think I am speaking out of school to say that just last week, 
Hon Nick Goiran asked me a very similar question about whether one could ask questions about any agency or 
only the agencies that are called, which is why the committee took the step this year to make it very, very clear 
in the report, because the committee can communicate only formally through its reports. We made it very clear 
that members can ask questions of any agency, and it is the intention that that sort of arrangement will continue 
into the future. 

Question put and passed. 
Progress reported, pursuant to standing orders.  
 

 [2] 


	Motion

